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FIRST: Read the poem sentence by sentence

THEN: Read the poem stanza by stanza
to build up a general idea about the
poem as a whole

FINALLY: Read the whole poem in one go

¢ Who is speaking in the poem?

» What is this person’s background?

* Out of what situation or feeling
is the person speaking?

¢ In what tone of voice is the person
speaking?

= What is the person speaking about?

* What has the person got to say about
this particular topic?

* Itis not always quite clear who is
speaking in a poem. In that case, start
by considering out of what situation
or feeling the poem may have been
written and continue with tone and
subject matter.

* What kind of language is the poem
written in? (for language, see “How to
read a short story”)

* Has the poem got any particular shape
or form?

¢ How many stanzas are there?

» What rhyme scheme - if any - is used?

¢ Is the rhythm in any way specific?
What is the effect of the poetic devices?

* Does the poem tell a story or describe
a feeling?

* What is the theme of the poem?
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* How is the theme developed?

* What other poems have you read which
have the same or a similar form or
theme? What are the similarities and
differences? Which do you prefer and
why? Is any poem more effectful than
the other, more profound, or valuable?
Why?

¢ Rythm in poetry is the pattern of stressed
and unstressed syllables. If there is a
regular rhythm it is called a metre, and
the poem written with a metre is said to
be metrical. If there is no regular rhythm,
the poem is said to be written in free prose.

© See also “Vocabulary: Literary terms”
(pp.254-255) and “Vocabulary: Cross
curricular” (p.256).




