[image: image1.jpg]ART: How to describe a painting

Lots of vocabulary and follow up tasks on the cp!

Three stages in picture analysis:

I Description:
* Who or what is in the picture?
¢ Where and what is the setting?
e Is there any indication of time?
(historically and time of day)
* How do people/things in the picture
look?

11 Analysis:

e What do you notice first?

* What is the point of view: a bird’s eye
view or a worm’s eye view?

e What scale is it?

¢ What words best describe:
THE SHAPES: triangular, circular, square
THE COLOURS: transparent, light, dark
THE LINES: diagonal, parallel, horizontal,
vertical

* Does the viewer’s eye stay on the surface

or travel into an imagined space?

* What words best describe the mood
or effect of the picture?

¢ What imagery or symbols do you see
in the picture?

* What story, myth or allegory is told?

o Is there a theme — and which?

¢ In what way does the artist apply:
COLOUR: to create a certain tone
(predominantly warm or cold?)
LIGHT/DARKNESS
LINES: to create a static or dynamic
atmosphere?
FORM
PERSPECTIVE
COMPOSITION
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© Are the colours natural?

* Have the colours been used to create
a dramatic impact or are they mainly
decorative?

* Are the colours used symbolically?

11l Interpretation:

¢ Look back on what you have already
noted and try to reach a conclusion:
What does the picture actually mean?
What is it communicating?

¢ In what way does the use of colours,
shapes, and lines contribute to this?

* What is the effect of the materials,
techniques, and devices used?

* When do you think the painting was
made - and for whom?

¢ What was the painter trying to say
to the original viewers? Would a modern
audience see things the same way?

¢ What idea is the painter conveying — or
showing — by the story he has chosen to
paint?
Is he trying to discuss, entertain, impress,
inform, persuade, propagandize?
Is there a direct message — and what is
that message?
You may include social, political,
religious, financial, philosophical ideas
or traditions.



                [image: image2.jpg]Task. Challenge I: Find a picture as a
supplement to a text you have read, (which
has not already got one). Describe it to your
class mates using some of the vocabulary
above and explain the connection between
text and picture

OR

Task. Challenge Il: Write an essay about
your favourite painting using the disposition
above. If you do not already have a favourite
painting, you may check some of the follow-
ing web sites or an art book in the school
library to find one.

National Gallery: www.nationalgallery.org.uk
National Portrait Gallery: www.npg.org.uk

Tate Britain & Tate Modern: www.tate.org.uk
www.google.com/images and insert the artist’s name
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